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Congratulations Jamie,
on 20 years at Seashell!

Jamie came to Seashell when he was just five years old, receiving
education here until he was 15. Some years later, he came back to start paid
employment with us, working front of house and delivering packages to our
colleagues across campus.

Our staff gathered in the boardroom to congratulate him. He received £200 for
his 20 year long service award. When asked what he’s going to spend it on, he
said “Orange and yellow wool for my knitting projects!”
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Hello & welcome

to the Summer edition of Seashell Matters...

Seashell Matters celebrates the incredible impact
our supporters make. Within this issue we invite
you to take a closer look at how your generous
support changes lives, not only for our
students but for their families too.

As ever, we have had a very busy spring. In particular,
I would like to mention Strictly Seashell, where you
helped us raise a truly incredible £250,000 (and
counting)! The funds will go towards the everyday
needs of our students, for which we have to raise
in excess of £1.5m every year.

There has been great progress with the build of
our new College - The Ged Mason Building, which
is looking more and more impressive each week. We
are eager to get inside and start benefiting from this sector

leading facility. Follow the link on page 6 to see a video of the site in progress.

Our College Appeal is still going strong, and thanks to the incredible generosity
of our supporters, we've already raised an amazing £7.6 million. But we're not
there yet — we still need your help to reach our £10 million goal. There are so
many ways to get involved, and every single donation, no matter the size, truly
makes a difference and is deeply appreciated.

| do hope you enjoy reading this issue of Seashell Matters - please don’t
hestitate to get in touch with our team if you would like to get involved in
supporting Seashell in the future!

Brandon Leigh

Chief Executive, Seashell

sigh up to
our e-news!
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We're so excited to introduce you to Buddy, our
brand new mascot, who embodies the spirit of Seashell.

It was important to us that our
mascot is representative of Seashell,
and had a name that was chosen

by our community. With nearly 100
submissions, our judging panel of
staff and students had the difficult
task of narrowing it down to just one.

Not only does Buddy mean
friendship, but the ‘B’ and ‘D’ sounds
are easier for some of our pre-verbal
students to use.

Buddy has their very own
communication
aid; a book
made up of

images and

words they
J canuse

to express

themselves.

These devices are an important tool
that many of our students use to
communicate, enhance language
development, improve social
interaction and promote motor skills
and independence. By having their
own communication device, Buddy
is able to communicate with our
students on their terms.

Buddy brings joy and community
spirit to our campus with their
signature blue dungarees and friendly
demeanour. So far, they’ve enjoyed
getting to know our students and
have been making appearances at
events both on and off-campus,
including our CADS holiday club and
fundraising events.

Want Buddy to make an appearance
at your event? Get in touch with the
team fundraising@seashelltrust.org.uk

Bailey’s Story...

Holidays should be a time of joy,

but for many families of disabled
children, they are filled with stress
and uncertainty. 43% of these families
feel the most isolated during school
breaks and finding appropriate

care and activities can be almost
impossible. Bailey’s family knows
these struggles all too well.

Bailey has cerebral palsy, caused
by a brain haemorrhage at birth.
He attends our inclusive sport and
activity programme, CADS, which is
one of very few holiday provisions
that offers one-to-one support for
participants.

Bailey’s mum, Abi said: “Bailey
doesn’t walk, so he uses hoists and
wheelchairs to get around. Looking
after him is full-on and constant. He
first started going to Seashell when
he was about three. When he is at
CADS, we know he is safe and having
fun. Seashell would never say ‘we
can’t have Bailey today’ which sadly
is something we’ve faced with other

providers due to his high level of need.

He is very chatty and a real character.
Once seen, never forgotten! That’s
what we say about Bailey.”

Thank you to everyone who
supported our Easter CADS
fundraising campaign. Without you
we couldn’t deliver this vital provision.

Summer 2025
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. Excitementis

i building...as our
new College
comes to life

We continue to make great progress with
the construction of the Ged Mason Building,

the new home of our College.

Staff and students alike are eagerly
noticing changes as the weeks go
along. The building is now water tight,
and the iconic copper coloured Tecu
cladding will soon be installed to
match the finish of our School, The
Moulding Foundation Building. This
will visually connect the two facilities
and promote a sense of identity, unity
and wellbeing across our campus.

Our Project Transformation Design
Lead David walked us through the
building and explained in great detail
the careful thought and consideration
that has influenced the design,
particularly responding to the very
complex needs of our students. From
the acoustics, lighting, and layout, our
students have been at the very heart
of the build.

Scan the QR code to watch the video.
You'll see the plans for our tailored
classrooms, sports hall,
climbing wall, gym, sensory [=]
rooms, café space, and “
much more!
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Our ambitions don’t stop there.

We have pledged to redevelop our
entire campus to create facilities that
set the gold standard for all special
education establishments.

“Our vision is for Seashell to be a
national centre of excellence for the
education and care of children and
young adults with the most complex
needs.”- Brandon Leigh, Chief
Executive

Our ambitious site transformation is
the largest of its kind in the UK, and is
only possible thanks to the generous
support from individuals, companies,
trusts and foundations, to whom we
are incredibly grateful.

Meet Jamie, our new Student

Ambassador

Our Student Ambassadors
help represent Seashell by
sharing their stories, while
developing professional skills.

We introduced our Student
Ambassador programme two years
ago, and we currently have six college
students on board. The programme
encourages students to collaborate
across campus and mix with other
like-minded young adults with the
desire to have their voices heard.

Jamie is our newest Student
Ambassador, who describes himself
as “intelligent, observant and

kind”. He uses Augmentative and
Alternative Commmunication (AAC) to
communicate - an electronic device
which repeats the words he types.

“I like model cars, public transport

and spending time with friends” said
Jamie. “l also use signing to interact
with others and share my opinions.”

When asked about the
misconceptions of living with a
complex disability, Jamie said: “Never
underestimate the achievements that
can be gained through hard work and
determination.”

Jamie has a work placement at long

term Seashell supporters Laltex. Here
he is learning valuable skills that

will help him progress and realise

his aspirations once he leaves our
College.

Student Ambassadors are voted into
position by a panel of Student Council
members, before being officially
welcomed by our CEO Brandon.
Ambassadors have the opportunity
to attend a variety of events and
represent their peers to the public.

We are so excited to welcome Jamie
onto the programme

and see his
confidence
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A day in the life of a
Physiotherapist at Seashell
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Physiotherapy is a fundamental part of our health and wellbeing
services and is embedded into our students daily routine.

Our Physiotherapy Team are
specialists and have many years of
experience in supporting children and
young adults with various complex
conditions. Lead Physiotherapist
Harriet shared a snapshot of her

daily life at Seashell, highlighting our
specialist team and facilities.

students core strength,
but it also helps with
body awareness,
balance and
coordination.

We had a fab-u-lous night of gl
2025 event. Smashing our targe

This year’s theme was Movie Night
and we were treated to a special
selection of performances, chosen
by our dancers and their professional
partners. Host Gethin Jones and
judges Dr Ranj, Dr Punam, Neil Jones
and Miss Andrea were blown away by
the standard of dancing this year.

My final session

of the day was ‘
back with Any,
in ourinclusive "\b’
Hydrotherapy Pool...

another incredible facilty for us to
enhance our practices. Hydrotherapy
utilises the properties of warm

water to enable individuals to feel
supported whilst experiencing free
movement. Most of our students who
use this space really enjoy the warm,
calm environment, making it a lovely
way to end the day.

“Regular physiotherapy can improve
mobility, decrease pain, and enhance
engagement in activities...for many of
our students, it’s a fundamental part of
their daily schedule and development.

The People’s Choice Award - voted
for by our guests — was won by
college student Max, who performed
Grease Lightning with his dance
partner Hayley. Max is the first student
to take part in Strictly
Seashell, making this
year’s event even
more special, and
truly demonstrated
>\ the huge impact
we have on our
students.

My day started
with College
=M= student Any, who
completed her
arm stretches. This
is something she
really enjoys and
helps get her day off
to a good start. Gentle
exercises like this in the
morning can make our students
more comfortable and therefore more
engaged with their education. Vo=
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Finally, | finish another fulfilling day at
work completing notes and admin...
with a cup of tea of course!”

Watch Harriet’s day on YouTube by
scanning the QR
code below. ‘

The Judges’ Award went to long

time supporter and volunteer, Hayley
Showman, who refers to Seashell as
her “happy place”. She performed a

Next, | headed over to our Rebound
Suite to meet School student, Imogen. -~
v Hr |

We use rebound therapy to improve e e 4 %
8 — =N / I

7 and glam at our Strictly Seashell

, we raised more than £250,000!

tango from Scent of a Woman with
partner Lewis. Hayley also received
the Fundraiser Award.

Host Gethin Jones said: “Strictly
Seashell is such a special event and it’s
a night where we prove that anything
is possible.”

A e ]
A huge thank you to everyone who
made this night possible, including

our amazing dancers!

A special thank you to our headline
sponsors Eric Wright Construction,
event partners Laltex and Bloor
Homes and drinks, meal and print
sponsors Morson Group, Slater &

Gordon Lawyers and Managed Ink.
9
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Our staff take on
the challenge!

Not only do our incredible staff go
above and beyond every day for
our students, this dedication also

stretches beyond our campus.

We have a team of staff members
taking on fundraising challenges to
raise money and do even more for
children and young adults with the
most complex disabilities...

On bikes...Tour De Manc

In April Relationships Director
Dominic and a group of supporters,
took on the Tour De Manc. As one of
Tour De Manc’s nominated charities,
it was amazing to have a team of our
own on the trails.

Dominic said: “I've always been an
avid cyclist and one of the highlights
of my career at Seashell was bringing
our inclusive cycling track, the
Bradbury Cycling Centre, to fruition.
I've always wanted those with complex
disabilities to be able to enjoy cycling
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and | get
immense
pleasure
looking out of my
office window every day and

seeing our students using the facility.

The ride went well and the weather
was very kind — we crossed the finish
line happy and tired.”

On runs...London Marathon

Michelle, Seashell’s Head of Sensory
Services, fulfilled her dream of
completing the London Marathon
and surpassed her fundraising target
of £1,000!

Although Michelle was no stranger to
running, the London Marathon’s 26.2
mile distance was a real challenge.

Michelle said: “My job is very
rewarding. The children | work with
always make me think outside the box.
They are all unique which makes my

job very special.

The marathon was tough in the heat
so it took me longer than | expected,
but the atmosphere and support was
amazing.”

In the air...Skydive

Dianne and Diane from the
Fundraising team have challenged

themselves to a skydive this year.

Dianne recently hit a milestone
birthday, so thought 2025 was the
perfect time to practice what she
preaches and do some fundraising to
celebrate. She said: “One thing I said

I would never ever do is a skydive...so
I’'m doing one. | am genuinely petrified
at the thought of it, but I've said it now
so I'm all in. Knowing the funds I raise
will support the most incredible young
people I will ever meet will definitely
help me take the leap.”

Her parachute pal Diane said: “A
skydive is one thing on my bucket list
and now I’'m in my 60s I’'m finally doing
it. It will be exciting, nerve-wracking

and empowering all at once. Life is too
short not to challenge yourself and
break out of your comfort zone.”

In the mountains...Oggie 8

Finally our Young Adults Care team
are lacing up their hiking boots to
take on The Oggie 8 challenge.

The event will see fundraisers walk
eight 3,000-ft peaks in Showdonia in
June. Taking part are Ryan, Bradley,
Courteney, Becky and Mac who have
hopes of reaching their £1,500 target.

Bradley said: “It’s a big challenge for
us, but with the new College it’s a
great time to do it. It will be great to
know we’ve had an impact on a facility
which will improve so many young
people’s lives.”

If our staff have inspired you
and you'd like to take on a
challenge, we would love to
hear from you! Whether you’re
going solo or want to do
something as part of a team,
we can help you.

Get in touch \
fundraising@seahelltrust.org.uk
1
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Imogen’s Story... / 7T\ Donation form

We're so pleased you'd like to help children and young adults with the most complex
disabilities. We'll use your details to fulfil your request.

Imagine being told your baby may

Please return your donation using the freepost envelope enclosed to Seashell, Stanley Road,

not survive the pregnancy, and \ ] Cheadle Hulme, Cheshire, SK8 6RQ.
if she did she would only live a

matter of minutes. Title: First Name: Surname:
. . .. . Add :

This was the reality Lizzie and Bill were ress

faced with when they were expecting Postcode:

their first child Imogen. But not only

did Imogen live, she has thrived. Phone: Email:

Imogen is now a student at our School
Lizzie said: “/mogen was diagnosed and uses a paper-based book to
with semi-lobar holoprosencephaly. communicate. Next she will progress [ ] renclose a cheque (please make payable to Seashell Trust)
As time went on, she didn’t meet the onto an electronic communication
physical milestones and wasn’t using device, helping her to expand her || 1 would like to donate by credit/debit card
language in the way you'd expect a vocabulary and learning even further.
toddler to. But we always felt this sense I would like to make a regular donation of: DES DE]O D £15 D Other:
of gratitude that Imogen was simply Her parents say one of the best things
still with us.” about Seashell is staff have never tried || Please call me to set up my regular donation
to limit Imogen’s education and she’s
When Lizzie and Bill were looking always being encouraged to do more
at school places for Imogen, they — and thanks to assistive technology
struggled to find somewhere that this will be possible. To donate by phone, include your number above and we
would cater to all her needs. will call you to process your donation or call us on 0161 696 9384.
Bill said: “/mogen is a 13 year old girl
Lizzie §a|d: Herp{’;ystcal MIEEIES é?re g0 IO?S D& S !omed SeasI")elI We may contact you again by post or phone to tell you more about our services and other
very high, but she.s a_lso really bright. = ? bright, happy girl. Now s‘he 5 ways you can help, including opportunities to donate, volunteer or fundraise. Please let us
It was a balance finding somewhere going to become a really bright, know if you're also happy to hear from us by email and text.
that was suitable. | remember the independent young woman. And
first time we walked into Seashell, the anyone who wants that needs to be || Yes r'd like to hear from you by email
atmosphere and the feeling...we knew  understood and heard.”
it was something really special.”

I would like to make a single donation of: D £20 DESO DE]OO Dother:

You can also donate/set up regular giving on our website
www.seashelltrust.org.uk /get-involved/donate/

Scan to
donate!

Staying in touch

D Yes I'd like to hear from you by text and WhatsApp

We promise to keep your details safe and never sell or swap them with anyone. Our privacy
policy explains how we keep this promise. If you don’t want to hear from us, or change your
mind about how we contact you, email info@seashelltrust.org.uk or call 0161 610 0171.

Our Assistive Technologists play a vital role in helping our students

access technology and achieve independence. g ‘A
Y P If you are a UK taxpayer your donation will be worth 25% more! ﬂl M d Ut

Thanks to fund raising, our teams have access to the latest D Gift Aid is reclaimed by the charity from the tax you pay for the current tax year. Your address is needed

P . St . : as a current UK taxpayer. | want to Gift Aid my donation and any donations | make in the future or have made in
assistive, adaptlye, and rehabilitative dewces, enablmg eldls the past 4 years to Seashell. | am a UK taxpayer and understand that if | pay less income Tax and/or Capital Gains
students to achieve greater outcomes. Tax than the amound of Gift Aid claimed on all my donations in that taxt year it is my responsibility to pay the

12 difference. (please tick box) 13
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Support us your way

Why not help us on our mission to transform young lives?

There are so many ways you can support the children and young adults at
Seashell. You could hold a fundraising event, take on a fundraising challenge,
join our lottery or leave a gift in your will. Get in touch with our team if you have
and idea or need some help to get started: fundraising@seashelltrust.org.uk

Children and young adults with
complex disabilities will always need
specialist education, care and support
from charities like Seashell.

Leave a legacy and help us support

Calling all superheroes!
Our annual Superhero fundraiser

is back for 2025! Throughout July,
which is Disability Pride Month,

we're encouraging you to choose a
fundraising event, learn more about
disabilities and support Seashell all at
the same time.

We have a fundraising e-pack full

of resources to get you started and
information on the challenges some
of the children and young adults with
complex disabilities face.

This year, everyone who holds a
Seashell Superhero event could win a
visit from our mascot Buddy!

out more and download
your information pack.

14

more young people for generations
to come.

Write your Will for free!

Gorvins Solicitors are delivering free in
person session at Seashell

Slater & Gordon Lawyers, use code
SSHELL1823 at legalforlife.co.uk

Farewill free online Wills at
farewill.com/seashell-free-will-
month/

Find out more here: seashelltrust.
org.uk/fundraising/gifts-in-wills/

How your
support helps

Fundraising enables us to offer
the best experiences. We need
to raise in excess of £1.5m
every year for the everyday
needs of our students.

Examples of how your support
can transform young lives...

£100 could fund vital sports equipment for our inclusive activity and sports
camps.

£500 could fund an activity break to the Bendrigg Activity Centre to help
build confidence and self-esteem for our college students.

£1,000 could fund a specialist sleep workshop for families who are in
desperate need of guidance and support.

£5,000 could fund essential physiotherapy
equipment to support students with mobility
needs.

£10,000 could fund Eyegaze technology to
support non-verbal students to communicate for
the first time.

£25,000 could fund our Art Psychotherapy
programme for a year, a vital service to promote
wellbeing and help our students to process trauma.

With your support, we can achieve truly life-changing opportunities for
children and young adults with the most complex disabilities.
Contact fundraising@seashelltrust.org.uk to get involved.
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What s on dates for the diary in 2025

Eundraisingleyents Knowledgela¥skills]Hub)

Oggie 8 Challenge In the last year, we have shared
26 June 2025 our unique skills and knowledge
by delivering training and advice
Free Will-writing at Seashell to almost 200 organisations and
Gorvins Solicitors will be on our more than 300 professionals to
campus offering free Will writing enable them to be more inclusive.
sessions. Scan the QR code to sign up. Not to mention supporting over 300
27 June 2025 families of children and young adults
with SEND.
The Brit Fest
4-6 July 2025 Find out more about our wide variety
of services on our website and for
Seashell Superhero Month more information or for bespoke
July 2025 training and support requests contact

outreach@seashelltrust.org.uk
Have an idea for a fundraising event
or challenge? Contact fundraising@
seashelltrust.org.uk Seashell Lottery

From just £1 a week, you can enter

ISeashellfevents] into a weekly lottery where you can

win up to £25,000!

Every Friday, a winning number is
drawn at random.

Tri-Seashell, our inclusive triathlon
15 June 2025

Intercollege Sports Day For more details about
19 June 2025

the lottery and how
you can play and
support Seashell, visit
seashelltrust.org.uk/

Inclusive Community Cycling fundraising/lottery/
Tuesdays and Thursdays 4:30-5:40pm

College leavers’ prom
17 July 2025

Our team host a number of sessions Keep up-to-date by following us on
for disabled young people and social media, visiting our website or
their families to access including you could sign up to our mailing list!

swimming, yoga and cycling. Check

out our website for more information, seashe"trus,t.org.u ke«
seashelltrust.org.uk/events/
seas h el I Registered charity no. 1092655 0 @ @



