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The Ged Mason Building
Topping Out Ceremony

We were delighted to welcome students, staff and donors to

our campus for the Topping Out Ceremony of our new College in June. The
event is a Scandinavian tradition that brings good luck to a new building.

Ged Mason OBE, who the new building is named after, spoke about his family’s
involvement with Seashell over the last 20 years. “It’s a proud day today with
my sisters joining me. I’'m delighted to be able to support this building, this
fantastic new home, for the many deserving students here”

We can’t wait to reach the next and final milestone of the build, and see our
students thrive in this incredible new facility.
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Hello & welcome

to the Autumn edition of Seashell Matters...

This issue is all about celebrating another brilliant
summer at Seashell. Your support enables us to
offer the best experiences to those who need
us, and for that we are so grateful.

Our campus always feels different while our School
and College are closed for the holidays. Behind the
scenes, many inspiring things continue to happen.
I would like to personally thank our Care, Family
Support, Active teams and Support Services who
work so hard throughout the holidays to enable
lots of positive impact.

Thank you also to the many supporters who have
taken on a challenge for us this summer. Notably,
Emily, who took part in our Tri-Seashell event, raising
over £1,000! (Read more on p.8) The funds will go towards the

everyday needs of our students, for which we need to raise in excess

of £1.5m every year. No matter the size, every donation is deeply appreciated
and helps young adults like Harry (read his story on p.12) gain the skills to thrive
at Seashell and beyond.

Separate to this, we still need to raise £2.4m for our College Appeal - please
don’t hesitate to get in touch with our team if you would like to help us reach
our £10 million goal and truly transform the lives of so many young people.

| do hope you enjoy reading this issue of Seashell Matters, it is a true reflection
of what your support helps us achieve!

Brandon Leigh

Chief Executive, Seashell
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Summer at
Seashell

Although August means a break
for our Education teams in our
School and College, Seashell
continues to be a hive of activity.

End of Term
Celebrations

As we waved goodbye to another
academic year in July, we enjoyed
lots of brilliant events to celebrate
our fantastic students and say thank

you to our dedicated staff.

To kick off the celebrations, we held
our School and College Leavers’
Assemblies, celebrating all our leavers
who have progressed throughout
their time at Seashell to achieve their
goals and learn new skills.

Some of
our College
leavers have
moved on to
employment,
other colleges,
day centres
or supported
living placements.
Whichever destination, our staff were
there to ensure transitions were as
smooth as possible.

“It’s inspiring to watch our
students grow in confidence and
independence. Their achievements
reflect not only their hard work,

but the unwavering support of our
dedicated staff. I'm so proud and
excited to see our leavers thrive in
their next chapter.” - Clare Sefton,
College Principal
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A leavers’ Prom
is a rite of passage for
any young adult, and
this is no different for our students at
Seashell. Our photographer captured
beautiful moments and proud faces
as students gathered with their
friends and families. With luxury

cars provided by Together Money,
Bentley Manchester and MuffDrive,
our students arrived in style at the
DoubleTree Hilton Hotel. Decorations
filled the room, and everyone enjoyed
the delicious food, entertainment,
and of course lots of dancing!

In our final week of term, staff were
also rewarded with a Treat and Be
Well Day to celebrate their hard
work and dedication. This
started with goodie bags
packed with wellbeing
treats, an ice cream
van, smoothie bike
and a series of
wellbeing sessions
of yoga, reiki,
sound baths and
much more!

Our residential students enjoyed
summer time activities with Care staff
and their families. From trips to the
cinema, Chester Zoo, and the Sea Life
Centre, there was no shortage in fun
activities to enjoy!

Our Summer CADS programme has
been a great success and has seen
more children from the community
join us for a variety of activities. CADS
is Seashell’s inclusive sport and
activity programme that has been
providing opportunities for children
with profound and multiple learning
difficulties for over 20 years. This
summer, participants have enjoyed
exercise ball drumming sessions,
swimming, sensory tennis on our 3G
Sports Pitch, and use of our adapted

- cycles at our Bradbury Cycling Centre.

. We have now welcomed our
== School and College students
- back to campus. We are
 looking forward to getting to
know our new starters and
prepare for another fantastic
academic year. Keep an eye on
our socials to see what we get up
to!
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Progress on
| The Ged Mason
Building

The state-of-the-art new home

. to our College and support
services is on track to open early
N next year.

We've seen great progress over

the summer holidays, with the

. hoardings being removed to allow

- for landscaping. The iconic copper

coloured Tecu cladding is installed and

is currently shining bright. Similar to our

school building, the finish will oxidise

and darken over time. Inside, walls are

Y being plastered and painted as the
space comes to life.
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Staff and students are already
preparing for the changes ahead. This
will help ensure a smooth transition,
enabling this carefully designed facility
to start having a positive impact on the
lives of our students.

“Developments like this would simply
| not happen without the support of
philanthropic communities. We still
need help to reach our target of £10m
for this project, and have raised £7.6m
to date. There are naming rights for

_ some spaces still available, so please
| getin touch to find out more.”

- Marie Travers, Chief Fundraising,
 Marketing & Communications Officer.

fundraising@seashelltrust.org.uk

Hire Our Facilities

Looking to host an AGM, corporate event or
staff celebration? Or do you run a community group, dance
organisation or sports team? Our flexible event and facilities
spaces could be just what you’re looking for.

From fundraising events to industry
talks, we are happy to host a wide
variety of occasions at Seashell, all of
which directly support the fantastic
work that takes place at Seashell to
change the lives of our students.

The Margaret Mason Hall is a beautiful
multi-use space with retractable
tiered seats and floor seating for up
to 220 people. It's the perfect space
for conferences, product launches or
even sporting clubs.

5 Our outdoor Courtyard sits between
T ¥ ¥ Our tearn can cater the Heart Space and the Margargt
= for up to 220 guests Mason !—|'a|'| and has outdoor seating
‘" 7in our state-of-the-art and artificial grass.
77" Moulding Foundation
Building, made up of three
spaces that can be hired individually
or used in combination to create
large-scale, impactful events.
The Heart Space can host 140 people
for dinner events, networking, or

staging as guests arrive.

Our Board Room
can host up to 24
attendees with
online and
dial-in conferencing
facilities and a
self-serve kitchen.
We have two other
meeting rooms for up to
18 or eight attendees.

To discuss your requirements
please email andy.macauley@
seashelltrust.org.uk.
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We hosted our first inclusive triathlon in June, welcoming Seashell
students, residents and participants from the wider SEND
community to take part.

At Seashell, we are passionate about
creating inclusive opportunities for
young people to access sport. For
children with complex disabilities,
being able to take part in sporting
challenges is about so much more
than physical activity — it’s about
building confidence and experiencing
the joy of achievement.

Pushing personal boundaries in a
safe, supportive environment helps
develop
resilience,

7 self-esteem,
and a sense
of belonging.
These
moments of
triumph, no

matter how big or small, can have a
lasting impact on a person’s life.

Tri-Seashell featured three core
activities that were adapted to suit
individual abilities and needs. With
cycling, swimming, running, walking
and wheeling activities, there was an
option for all.

Adding to the excitement, we were
delighted to welcome Relay Your
Way for a special appearance as

part of their incredible 2,500km
journey across Britain. Relay Your Way
champion inclusive sport for young
people with disabilities. Their mission
aligns perfectly with ours - breaking
barriers, raising awareness and
inspiring change.

Emily’s Story...

Eight-year-old Emily was one of our
incredible Tri-Seashell participants
this year — and she didn’t just take
part, she made a huge impact, raising
over £1,000 in sponsorships to support
inclusive sport at Seashell.

Last year, Emily was diagnosed with
an extremely rare and complex
medical condition that affects herin
many ways, including her motor skills.
She also has autism, which made

the many hospital visits during her
diagnosis especially overwhelming.
But none of this has held Emily back.

When she heard about Tri-Seashell,
Emily saw it as a chance to give

back — and she threw herself into the
challenge with determination and
heart. Her mum shared how far she’s
come:

“She used to hate swimming. But she
started having lessons at Seashell
and now she absolutely loves it. It
hasn’t just meant her swimming has
improved, it has also changed her
confidence. She looks forward to her
lessons so much.”

Emily’s journey is a powerful reminder
of what’s possible when children are
supported to push their boundaries

in a safe, inclusive environment. Tri-
Seashell wasn’t just a sporting event
for Emily — it was a celebration of her
courage, growth, and the community

that stands
behind her.

“One thing
that has
made

a huge
difference [
to Emily

is finding a
community that >
sees her, supports her and believes
in her. That community is the Active
Team at Seashell.”

We're excited to announce that Tri-
Seashell will be back next summer!
We can’t wait to welcome even more
young people to take part, challenge
themselves, and experience the joy of
inclusive sport.




Seashell Matters

Mapping Complex Needs:
Our Latest Report

We’re proud to share findings from our report to better

understand the evolving needs of children and young
adults (CYA) with complex disabilities across England.

As a specialist provider, we know how
vital accurate data is for planning
services and supporting families.

Yet national data on this population
remains inconsistent across
education, health and social care.
That’s why we took action — surveying
providers, reviewing national datasets,
and aligning our own data to health
sector standards.

What we found:

e Around 1,800 CYA with complex
needs are currently educated
across 18 specialist providers.

e ASC (Autism Spectrum
Conditions) and Severe Learning
Difficulty are the most common
primary needs.

e Providers are seeing a rise in
complexity, including mental
health and behavioural
challenges.

e Many are planning to expand,
with a projected +15.67% increase
in education placements and
+25.21% in residential placements.

We’ve begun aligning our internal
data with SNOMED-CT — the most
comprehensive clinical health
terminology used in electronic
health records — and are advocating
for a standardised approach to

data collection across sectors.

This will help ensure services are
targeted effectively and families
and commissioners have a clearer
understanding of what providers offer.

We're committed to
working with partners
across our sector

to build a stronger
evidence base,
support development,
and meet the needs
of the most complex learners.

View the report

“This is the vital first step in addressing the national data gap. Understanding
the needs of this population will help us better support families, and ensure that
resources are targeted effectively.” - Kate Duggan, Seashell COO
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Welcome, BevV!

We're delighted to introduce you to Bev Milway, our new Director

of Admissions and Service Development.

Bringing a wealth of experience and knowledge, Bev has an excellent
reputation and network within the SEND community, especially from work in
her most recent role as Strategic SEND Lead for Stockport Council.

Bev said: “I'm excited
to be starting this
new position and
be joining the
Seashell team.

Finding suitable
B8’ SEND provision can
be a stressful time for
families. | want to ensure
our admissions processes are as
smooth as possible for all involved.

I will also focus on developing ways
our specialist teams can support the
young people who don’t receive an
educational placement with us.

Key to this will be working with families
and other partners to hear what
matters most when seeking support. |
want to learn from individuals’
experiences at Seashell and look at
how we move forward and further
improve together.”

young adults we

Kate Duggan, Seashell’s Chief
Operating Officer said: “Establishing
a single front door admissions service
to ensure children, young adults and
their families can get timely access to
the right services to best meet their
needs is essential.

We want to ensure the services we
offer are best matched to meet the
needs of those we support, building
on learning from the Complex Needs
Mapping Report.

We’'re delighted that Bev has joined
us and can’t wait to
see the impact
that her skills and
experiences are
going to have for
the children and

support now and
into the future.”

Bev is keen to hear from families of children with SEND to influence our plans. If
you would like to share your experiences, contact info@seashelltrust.org.uk
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A hardworking,
sociable young

man, Harry showed
great interest in manual work, being
outdoors, and a love of theatre and
cinema. Harry was always clear on
his aspirations about the world of
work, and during his internship he
tried a variety of work experience
placements designed to help him
explore his passions and develop his
skills.

Seashell’s Employer Engagement
Lead, Nikki helped Harry secure work
experience at The Light Cinema in
Stockport. When he left Seashell,
they offered him a permanent paid
position.

Nikki said: “The staff at The Light were
really open to discussing employment
opportunities with us. Our approach

is bespoke to our students’ needs.

We focus on supported employment,
where students are given confidence
from a Learning Support Assistant
who works as a Job Coach, modelling
tasks.”
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Harry graduated from Royal College
Manchester last year, after completing
a two-year internship course on our
Employability Pathway.

Nicola Wood, Business Manager at The
Light, said: “Harry shone straight away
in his role. He’s a valued member of
our team and he gets stuck into every
shift with the biggest I

smile on his face.

We’ve seen him grow.

as an individual and

he inspires every

one of us here.”

This isn’t

Harry’s only paid

employment - he also

works one day a week at Seashell with
our maintenance team. “He enjoys
doing a variety of jobs,” said Helen,
Harry’s mum. “Harry likes manual jobs,
particularly outdoors, and he likes to
work with people that inspire him.

He loves cleaning the minibuses at
Seashell.

The Employability Pathway at Seashell
is very unique, and | just knew it was
the right place for Harry. We feel lucky
to have had the opportunities that
Harry’s had, and that he has a fulfilled
life.”

Autumn 2025

Donation form

We're so pleased you'd like to help children and young adults with the most complex
disabilities. We'll use your details to fulfil your request.

Please return your donation using the freepost envelope enclosed to Seashell, Stanley Road,
Cheadle Hulme, Cheshire, SK8 6RQ.

Title: First Name: Surname:
Address:

Postcode:
Phone: Email:

I would like to make a single donation of: D £20 DESO DE]OO Dother:
D | enclose a cheque (please make payable to Seashell Trust)

D I would like to donate by credit/debit card
I would like to make a regular donation of: DES DE]O D £15 D Other:

D Please call me to set up my regular donation

You can also donate/set up regular giving on our website
www.seashelltrust.org.uk /donate/index.aspx

To donate by phone, include your number above and we
will call you to process your donation or call us on 0161 696 9384.

Staying in touch

We may contact you again by post or phone to tell you more about our services and other
ways you can help, including opportunities to donate, volunteer or fundraise. Please let us
know if you're also happy to hear from us by email and text.

D Yes I'd like to hear from you by email
D Yes I'd like to hear from you by text and WhatsApp

We promise to keep your details safe and never sell or swap them with anyone. Our privacy
policy explains how we keep this promise. If you don’t want to hear from us, or change your
mind about how we contact you, email info@seashelltrust.org.uk or call 0161 610 0171.

ﬂiﬁ’ ad &

D Gift Aid is reclaimed by the charity from the tax you pay for the current tax year. Your address is needed
as a current UK taxpayer. | want to Gift Aid my donation and any donations | make in the future or have made in
the past 4 years to Seashell. | am a UK taxpayer and understand that if | pay less income Tax and/or Capital Gains
Tax than the amount of Gift Aid claimed on all my donations in that tax year it is my responsibility to pay the
difference. (please tick box) 13

If you are a UK taxpayer your donation will be worth 25% more!
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While the sun was (mostly) shining we hosted a number of
fundraising events - offering occasions for all ages and abilities.

Oggie 8

First up we were off to Wales for our
brand new challenge event, The
Oggie 8. The test of endurance saw
hikers head to Showdonia National
Park to walk eight peaks over 3,000
feet. There were steep climbs and
rocky descents, a 5am start and a real
mixed bag when it came to weather!

It was amazing to see some of our
Seashell staff taking part, as well
as a number of corporate
supporters — more
than 40 hardy
challengers in
total.

Seashell’s
Positive

| Behaviour
| Coach,

Brad said: “It was one of the hardest
things I've ever done. | couldn’t believe
how tough it was physically, mentally,
and emotionally. But at the final
summit looking back at the journey, |
felt an overwhelming sense of pride.”

While fellow participant Liz from
Eversheds Sutherland said: “The
challenge pushed me beyond my
comfort zone, mentally and physically,
but every step reminded me of the
resilience and determination shown
daily by the young people Seashell
supports.”

In July, Buddy our \
mascot bear and the

team packed up the big blue tent
and headed to The Brit Fest, where
we were delighted to be charity
partners. The weekend saw the likes
of Toploader, UB40, 10CC and Tony
Christie taking to the stage at Ashley
Hall in Cheshire.

scoshell

But they weren’t the only stars of the

show. College students Max and Sam,

accompanied by Deputy Principal
Katherine, joined hosts Mike Toolan
and Jenny Powell on stage to tell
the crowd all about how Seashell
transforms young lives.

Seashell President, Ged Mason OBE
also gave a short speech on stage to

encourage donations, saying Seashell

is: “a hidden gem”.

We're so proud to have been named
charity partners for the 2026 event
too. We hope to see you there!

gINANCIAL

In September,

just as our students
were returning to School
and College, our supporters were
gathering for our annual charity golf
day, which is growing in popularity.

The event was held at Mottram Hall
in Cheshire and saw 72 participants
enjoying a round of golf, challenges
like Beat the Pro with former PGA
Cup winner Tim Rastall, dinnerand a
drinks reception.

We're pleased to say the event raised
an incredible £16,840!

Richard Wilkinson, from event
sponsors Wilkinson Financial
Management, said: “We enjoyed the
event so much as participants last
year, we were really happy to sponsor
it this year. Seashell is a wonderful
charity who do fantastic work for the
children and young adults in their
care. Roll on next year!”

Get in touch if you want to get involved in our fundraising
events: fundraising@seashelltrust.org.uk
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Dates for the diary in 2026...

3 May ‘26 - Tour de Manc

We're proud to be a charity partner for
this epic cycling event. Choose from
four challenging routes and ride to
raise funds. Perfect for keen cyclists or
anyone looking to push themselves.

16 May ‘26 - Strictly Seashell

Our most glamorous event of the
year! Watch our brave dancers
perform dazzling routines in front of a
live audience and judges. Stay tuned
for information on booking a table.

31 May ‘26 - Great Manchester Run
Take on the 10K or half marathon.
Whether you're a seasoned runner
or trying something new, this is a
fantastic way to challenge yourself
and help transform the young lives
of those with the most complex
disabilities.

Health & Wellbeing Support

June
2026
- Yorkshire :
Three Peaks Challenge
Spectacular views and memories to

treasure await. If you're up for a hiking
challenge we'd love to hear from you.

Summer 2026 - Golf Day

Our popular Golf Day (as featured on
page 14) will be on again next year.
Get in touch if you want to register
your interest or find out more.

Visit the Challenge
Events page on our
website here!

For more information, get in touch:
fundraising@seashelltrust.org.uk

We deliver support to individuals, organisations and families across the country.
This includes disability training for professionals and organisations, as well as
Health & Wellbeing sessions for disabled young people such as swimming,

yoga and cycling.

Find out more on our website

seashelltrustforgiuk:

Seashell ~woews @ QOQ



