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Gifts in Kind at
Christmas

Thank you to all our generous supporters who

donated Gifts in Kind over Christmas! We were

very fortunate to receive a large amount of selection
boxes which were given to students, residents and CADS
participants.

We also received donations of toys, Christmas trees ‘ |
and decorations giving Seashell a sprinkling of 0
festive joy! Thank you to our long-time supporters
Laltex, who generously gifted a Seashell travel

mug to all members of staff as a thank you for

their hard work.
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Hello & welcome

to the Winter edition of Seashell Matters...

This issue is all about embracing a new and exciting
year at Seashell. Your support enables us to offer
the best experiences to those who need us, and
for that we are so grateful.

2025 saw us meet milestones that truly define our
mission. We received the keys to The Ged Mason
Building, a world-class facility that will transform
learning for our College students, and gained
national recognition of our Swim School with three
prestigious awards. These achievements speak
volumes about the dedication of our team and
the generosity of our supporters.

You'll also read inspiring stories about the people
who make Seashell special. This includes Laura, our
Principal Audiologist, whose unique expertise is integral

to our health services and Clare, our College Principal who is

championing specialist further education on a national stage. We also hear
from students, parents, staff, and volunteers who remind us why our work is so
vitally important.

As we look ahead, there’s still much to accomplish. We continue to work
toward our £10 million College Appeal goal, with over £1m still to raise. We also
have our yearly fundraising target of £1.6m which enables us to offer the very
best equipment and experiences for those with the most complex disabilities.

Thank you for being part of this journey. Together, we can make 2026 a year of
hope, progress, and transformation. | do hope you enjoy reading this issue of
Seashell Matters, it is a true reflection of what
your support helps us achieve!

Brandon Leigh 4 4Scan tesiantp
Chief Executive, Seashell Sipairorn ISR
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Seashell Festivities 7

Christmas is always a busy period at Seashell, and we had such a
wonderful time creating special moments for our staff, students
and their families as we closed out the year.

On campus we celebrated a number
of special events, including Festive
Jumper Day, a Christmas lunch for
our students, festive film showings, a
relaxed performance with The Hallé,
and a disco!

It’s important to us to facilitate
experiences both on and off-campus,
and we’ve had so many wonderful
trips out. Students and residents have
enjoyed trips including Gulliver’s

World funded by Michael Josephson
MBE, pantomime shows, Santa’s
Grotto and Christmas light shows.

On the last day of term, we had the
return of our Family Festive event,
where families and students enjoyed
activities such as wreath making,

a performance from our Sing and
Sign Choir, wheelchair dancing and
a Christmas market with an array of
handmade gifts on offer.

Our incredible staff also received a
special Christmas hamper filled with
festive goodies for all their hard work
and compassion this year.

All this is possible thanks to generous
supporters like you. The funding our
charity receives from individuals,
organisations, trusts and foundations
enable us to continue offering the
very best equipment, facilities and
experiences.

Meet Jake & Thomas ...

Jake accesses our respite care over
the Christmas period. These short

breaks away mean he can better cope

at home with his family on Christmas
Day itself. While staying with us, Jake

can enjoy activities with his peers and
staff who understand his needs, while
providing his family with respite.

Thomas lives full time at Seashell and
celebrates Christmas Day with us.
Our care teams create a home-away-
from-home which is tailored to his
needs. Thomas joins the other young
adults in his house on Sir Norman
Stoller Way for a traditional roast
dinner and festive traditions in an
environment that is totally inclusive.

His mum shares: “As Thomas has
grown older, ‘home’ has needed a
different kind of home...and that is
Seashell. The residential set up here
has given Thomas a fuller life, helping
so much with his independence and
his ability to do things for himself.”
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A day in the life
of our Principal
Audiologist

Step inside Seashell’s purpose built

Audiology Suite. A calm space designed to

" meet the needs of children and young adults
with complex disabilities.

Laura, our Principal Audiologist,
leads the service with expertise
and creativity. Every day is different,
including a range of assessment,
intervention and rehabilitation.

Laura begins her day by using

interactive games tailored to each
student’s motor and visual abilities.
These fun activities aren’t just play,

they’re carefully designed assessments

that reveal how well a student can
detect sounds across different
frequencies.

For many of our students,
communicating a fault in their hearing
aids isn’t possible. That’s why Laura
uses a specialist test box machine to
check devices regularly, ensuring they
work perfectly and support learning
and communication.

Laura’s last session of the day involves
taking an ear impression for new
moulds. She visits the student in their
classroom to keep the experience
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calm and reassuring, then uses
precision techniques to create a
perfect fit for their hearing aids.

At Seashell, we also offer hearing
assessments and wax removal across
the region. You don’t n

need to be a Seashell E r
student to benefit from !! s
our expertise and state- g
of-the-art facilities.

Get in touch to learn more or make an
enquiry: health@seashelltrust.org.uk

Scan the QR code above to watch
Laura’s day on YouTube!

Seashell in the NEWS

We've had the opportunity to share our
story and highlight our student and staff achievements - not just
on our own channels, but with the wider world too.

awareness of Seashell and our work to
combat negative SEND stereotyping.

In recent months, Seashell has
appeared on BBC’s Children in Need,
That’s TV Manchester and will soon be
in local magazine Cheshire Life.

Finally, keep an eye out for Cheshire
Life’s March edition, out in February,
when we’ll have a special feature

all about our College and The Ged
Mason Building.

First up was the Children in Need
appeal night in November, where
Children in Need arranged for
furniture company DFS to donate
sofas, wardrobes and cupboards to You can keep up-to-date with all
help kit out our new Family Flat on Sir  the latest from Seashell in the ‘News’
Norman Stoller Way. section of our website seashelltrust.

org.uk/category/news or follow us
The programme featured an interview on social media @seashelltrust
with former student turned Seashell
employee Mollie Murphy.

Later in 2025 we saw College student
Kaitlin and Deputy Principal Niall
Smalley interviewed by That’s TV
Manchester for International Day of
Persons with Disabilities. Niall and
Kaitlin did a wonderful job of raising
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Flying the flag for
specialist FE

We’'re thrilled to share that our College
Principal, Clare Sefton, has taken on
an exciting new role as the North West

A key moment
In our history

We were delighted to welcome Seashell
President, Ged Mason OBE, for a special tour
of the newly completed Ged Mason Building.

Construction began back in August
2024, and on 8th December, we
officially received the keys to this
incredible new space. Over the next
few weeks, we’ll be busy adding the
finishing touches - furniture, signage,
and all the finer details - before staff
and students start moving in from
February.

During the visit, Ged explored the
building’s amazing facilities, which

will soon be home to Royal College
Manchester. From sensory integration
rooms and life skills spaces to
rebound suites, a climbing wall,

and a gym - it’s a truly world-class
environment. Upstairs, there’s a bright,

modern office space for our College
staff and Support Service teams.

After the tour, Ged popped over to
the current College building, where
some of our students surprised him
with a beautiful handmade Christmas
card - a perfect festive touch!

Ged summed up the day perfectly:
“Today has been a very proud
moment for me, touring the
completed building and seeing the
impressive facilities first-hand.”

We are so grateful to our incredibly
generous supporters who have
enabled us to reach this milestone.

We still have over £1m left to raise to complete this project. Want to help us
reach the finish line? Contact fundraising@seashelltrust.org.uk
8

Regional Director for Natspec.

Natspec is the national membership
group for organisations that provide
specialist Further Education and
training for students with learning
difficulties - including Seashell Royal
College Manchester.

Clare stepped into the role back in
September. She is passionate about
using this opportunity to strengthen
Seashell’s mission, making sure our
students’ voices are heard loud and
clear.

Here’s what Clare had to say:

“This role gives Seashell a bigger
platform to support young people
and ensures our students have a
national voice in conversations about
specialist further education. One of
my main goals is making sure every
level of complexity is catered for and
that specialist colleges feel they truly
have a voice in the sector”

Clare’s already hit the ground running!
One of her first big contributions was
leading Seashell’s involvement in The
Power of Specialist FE campaign with
Natspec. As part of the campaign,

Natspec CEO
Clare Howard OBE
visited Seashell in December

to learn more about our College. She
met some of our amazing staff and
even spent time with our new Student
Ambassadors.

ThePowerof
;peci alistFE
L —

We couldn’t be prouder of Clare and
the incredible work she’s doing to
champion specialist colleges and
empower the sector. Her leadership
is helping to show just how life-
changing specialist further education
can be.
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A partnership
with purpose

We believe every young person deserves the chance to enjoy
sport and physical activity. That’s why we’re proud to partner with
Sport England’s Place Partnership, Stockport Council, and local
organisations to make sport more inclusive.

Winter 2025-26

Swim School
triple award
winners

We're proud to offerinclusive

Swim
= England

Swim England

National |

Many local clubs want to be more
inclusive but sometimes lack the
confidence or know-how. So, we
piloted a new approach: combining
practical training with ongoing
coaching and mentoring to help
organisations embed inclusive
practices for the long term.

We worked with Life Leisure, ACE
Stockport, and local Holiday Activity
& Food (HAF) providers, delivering
tailored training on autism, ADHD, and
inclusive coaching.

The impact has been incredible and
inclusion is now firmly on the agenda
at Life Leisure, with staff making

practical changes to support SEND
children in mainstream activities.
Local coaches have gained new
skills and confidence, and strong
relationships have been built across

Stockport’s community sport network.

As Luke Gidion from Kickstart said:
“The training has been both insightful
and transformative, and the ongoing
support has made a real difference.”

This pilot proves that, with the right
support, Stockport can create sport
and activity opportunities where
every child belongs—and we’re proud
to be part of that journey.

swimming activities at our
Swim England-accredited,
award-winning Swim School.

participant-focussed approach and
evidence of progression.

The Aquatics for All Award recognises
a swim school that has championed
inclusion and diversity within aquatics,
impacting positive change and
accessibility.

Swim Teacher, Clair said. “I'm
absolutely over the moon. Swimming
has many benefits for our participants,

Our Swim School supports both
Seashell students and members of
the community in our industry leading  including improved muscle function,

swimming and hydrotherapy pools. coordination and confidence. Being
able to build relationships with
families is a huge honour, and it
brings me so much joy to deliver such

a specialist provision.”

Congratulations to our incredible
Active Team, who won three awards
at the national Swim England Awards!
Clair Ravenscroft took home bronze
for Swim Teacher of the Year, and we Heather Potter, Head of Active said:
received Silver in both Swim School of = “We are so pleased that our team
the Year and Aquatics for All. have been recognised nationally
for the hard work they put in

every day, ensuring that children
and young adults and the wider
SEND community have the best
opportunities to access aquatics.”

The Swim School of the Year award
recognises a swim school that
consistently provides quality lessons
in a fun and dynamic way, with a



Seashell means
everything - see why...

Seashell isn’t just a place, it’s a feeling, a community, and a lifeline for so many
families. This video shares the voices of students, parents, staff, supporters and
volunteers as they share what Seashell means to them.

Supportive - Inclusive - Safe - Hope « Freedom - Proud

From music classes that spark joy to short breaks that keep families together,
Seashell transforms lives every day. Our incredible team works tirelessly to help
children and young adults with the most complex disabilities achieve their
greatest potential and live fulfilled, happy lives.

As one parent shared: “| know that when | drop my child off at Seashell, he is
safe, secure, and well looked after”

Scan the QR code to watch the full video to see
why Seashell means so much to so many.

We are so lucky to work with a wealth of talented,
generous, compassionate people. Together, we can
continue transforming young lives.
12

Donation form

We're so pleased you'd like to help children and young adults with the most complex
disabilities. We'll use your details to fulfil your request.

Please return your donation using the freepost envelope enclosed to Seashell, Stanley Road,
Cheadle Hulme, Cheshire, SK8 6RQ.

Title: First Name: Surname:
Address:

Postcode:
Phone: Email:

I would like to make a single donation of: D £20 DE5O DE]OO Dother:
D | enclose a cheque (please make payable to Seashell Trust)

D I would like to donate by credit/debit card
I would like to make a regular donation of: DES DE]O D £15 D Other:

D Please call me to set up my regular donation

You can also donate/set up regular giving on our website
www.seashelltrust.org.uk /donate/index.aspx ﬁ

Scan to
donate!

To donate by phone, include your number above and we
will call you to process your donation or call us on 0161 696 9384.

Staying in touch

We may contact you again by post or phone to tell you more about our services and other
ways you can help, including opportunities to donate, volunteer or fundraise. Please let us
know if you’re also happy to hear from us by email and text.

D Yes I'd like to hear from you by email
D Yes I'd like to hear from you by text and WhatsApp

We promise to keep your details safe and never sell or swap them with anyone. Our privacy
policy explains how we keep this promise. If you don’t want to hear from us, or change your
mind about how we contact you, email info@seashelltrust.org.uk or call 0161 610 0171.

If you are a UK taxpayer your donation will be worth 25% more! ﬂlﬁ/a/fd Vt

D Gift Aid is reclaimed by the charity from the tax you pay for the current tax year. Your address is needed
as a current UK taxpayer. | want to Gift Aid my donation and any donations | make in the future or have made in
the past 4 years to Seashell. | am a UK taxpayer and understand that if | pay less income Tax and/or Capital Gains
Tax than the amount of Gift Aid claimed on all my donations in that tax year it is my responsibility to pay the
difference. (please tick box)

13
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Is 2026 the year for an epic
challenge?

We already know our Seashell Matters readers are passionate
about our cause, so why not do something challenging and fun
while supporting us this year?

Whether you’re in the “New Year, New Me” mentality or simply
want to set yourself a new challenge for 2026 - contact our team
on fundraising@seashelltrust.org.uk to get planning!

Cycling %

We're once again proud to be a
chosen charity partner for Tour

De Manc this year. The event is on
Sunday, 3rd May and registration is
open now. You can choose whether
you ride solo or as part of a team and
select a course to suit your abilities.

A group of riders recently did an epic
cycling challenge for us and raised
more than £2,000. Thank you Tony
Varley, Andy Powell, Neil Clunas,
Christian Rimmer, Gary Merrell, Dave
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Morgan and Damian Whyatt who
cycled across the width of England.

We have two epic runs on the
calendar this year — the Great
Manchester Run on Sunday, 31st

May and the Great North Run on
Sunday, 13th September. The Great
North Run in Newcastle is new to our
calendar and is a popular event. We
have limited places so please email
us before mid-February if you're
interested!

Skydiving ?

Enjoy the thrill of an 11,000ft tandem
skydive, reaching speeds of 120mph.

Anyone over the age of 16 can take to

the skies in this amazing experience
at Black Knights Parachute Centre.

Yy . -

If you fancy a slower pace but with
gorgeous scenery, we have the
Yorkshire Three Peaks and The
National Three Peaks challenges

for you. We are planning our own
Yorkshire Three Peaks event in June,
but you can choose a date to suit
you for these events. Hikes make for
a great team building experience,
so get out of the office and into the
countryside!

to visit our Challenge
Events webpage!
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Get involved

Dates for the diary in 2026...

3 May ‘26 - Tour de Manc

We're proud to be a charity partner for
this epic cycling event. Choose from
four challenging routes and ride to
raise funds. Perfect for keen cyclists or
anyone looking to push themselves.

16 May ‘26 - Strictly Seashell

Our most glamorous event of the
year! Watch our brave dancers
perform dazzling routines in front of a
live audience and judges. Stay tuned
for information on booking a table.

31 May ‘26 - Great Manchester Run
Take on the 10K or half marathon.
Whether you’re a seasoned runner
or trying something new, this is a
fantastic way to challenge yourself
and help transform the young lives
of those with the most complex
disabilities.

June 2026 - Yorkshire Three Peaks
Challenge

Spectacular views and memories to
treasure await. If you’re up for a hiking
challenge we’d love to hear from you.

Summer 2026 - Golf Day

Our popular Golf Day will be on again
next year. Get in touch if you want to
register your interest or find out more.

Visit the Challenge
Events page on our
website here!

If you are interested in finding out more about how you can
get involved and support Seashell contact our team on:

& seashelltrust.org.uk

2 fundraising@seashelltrust.org.uk

. 0161610 0100

9 Seashell, Stanley Road, SK8 6RQ

Follow us @seashelltrust
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